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Opportunity for local gridiron hopefuls 
Mark Robinson
GRIDIRON
IMAGINE hurling the perfect 
spiral pass, producing a match 
winning sack or taking the ball 
over the end zone for a game 
changing touch down.
Gridiron, one of the world’s most action 

packed sports is experiencing rapid 
growth in Victoria and clubs are on the 
look out for Hamilton players.
With the Ballarat Pioneers entering 

competition, recruiters want to tap the 
local talent pool.
President, player and founder of the 

Ballarat Pioneers, Simeon Pantelich, is 
encouraging anyone interested in hurling 
the pig skin to join the developing club.
“Anyone and everyone can play,” 

Pantelich said. 
“Every size and weight can play. 
“We are basically an open slate. There 

is a junior competition which follows the 
senior season. At the moment we are just 
focusing on a senior side but by 2012 we 
will need a junior team.”
The Gridiron Victoria competition 

consists of eight teams spanning areas 
which cover Gippsland, Geelong and 

Melbourne.
American born Pantelich founded the 

club in March last year and said it had 
been growing from strength to strength.
Raising funds, obtaining sponsors and 

training hard has been the focus for the 
Pioneers in the lead up to the season 
opener on May 7.
Currently with about 25 players on the 

Ballarat based team’s list, Pantelich said 
a further 10 will be needed to cover the 
many playing positions in gridiron.
While admitting plenty of travel will be 

involved for Hamilton players, the avid 
National Football League fan believes the 
friendships created will make up for it.
“With the travel comes the smack talking 

and the team bonding,” he said.
The passionate president said it was 

exciting times for the area with the intro-
duction of a new sport.

city and the region,” Pantelich said.
Gridiron Victoria president, Dan Levin, 

said Hamilton could establish its own 
gridiron club if there was enough interest 
in the town.
“If the town got behind it, the size of the 

city is irrelevant,” he said.
The steps required in starting a club 

would be to gauge interest in the town, 

coach with gridiron experience.
Since television sports channel One 

HD began broadcasting NFL, interest in 
Australia has been steadily growing for 
the American sport.
“I think most people who watch the 

game have always fancied themselves in 
the sport and been interested in gridiron,” 
Levin said.
The Gridiron Victoria president believes 

Australians are well suited to the game 
with international talent scouts impressed 
by the physical presence Australians play 
with.
“It provides them with a completely 

different game,” Levin said.
“The thing that they (talent scouts) like 

is that Australians aren’t afraid to hit, 
they love the physicality of the game.”
Gridiron Victoria games are played 

every Sunday with the season running 
from May 7 to August 28.
For further information regarding 

the Ballarat Pioneers contact Simeon 
Pantelich on 0416 032 724. 

gridiron team visit www.gridironvictoria.
com.au.

HUGE SUCCESS: Is the next Ben Graham in 
Hamilton?

Grangeburn Holden on late season rampage
PERFECT playing condi-
tions greeted the players 
for Round 11 of the 
Hamilton Lawn Tennis 
Club’s summer pennant 
season. 
In A grade the competition is 

extremely close with thirteen 
and one half points covering 
all the teams. 
In B grade the top three is 

almost a done deal with the 
interest now lying in the battle 
for fourth between Slades 
Newsagents and Mackkcon 
Homes.
Early season A grade under 

achievers, Grangeburn Holden 
is now the hottest thing since 
sliced bread. Winning their 
last four games against quality 
opposition has placed them in 
an excellent position to mount 

mind that they still sit at the 
bottom of the ladder, the impor-
tant thing is they are only four 
and one half points outside of a 
congested top four. 
In B grade Toyworld arrested 

their slide with a hard 
fought win against VanKa-
lken Fencing. The win gives 
Toyworld a buffer against the 
fourth placed Slades Newsa-
gents.
The Twilight Competition 

starts on Wednesday 2nd 
February. There will be a 

social hit today, Tuesday 25th 
at 6:00pm for those twilighters 
keen to dust the cobwebs off 
before the season commences.
A grade
Grangeburn Holden 
6/70 def Bakers 
Delight 4/62
MUCH has been said 
about Grangeburn Hold-
en’s resurgence. 
I think the best quote I have 

heard was from Justin Slade 
saying “Imagine how good they 
would be if Frank won a set?” 
Of course he is talking about 
GBH’s team leader Frank 
“Hollywood” Mitchell. 
A cruel but fair observation 

I would say. Bakers Delight 
had taken the points in their 
previous two encounters. The 
difference this round was 
Grangeburn went in with their 
balanced ladies lineup, 
Bakers Delight was unable to 

the price. 
In what is becoming a 

common trait the GBH ladies 
carried the burden with Pam 
Lehmann and Jenny Hurse 
both winning all their sets 
with Nat Mengler not far 
behind winning two. 
John Leeding played his part 

for GBH winning two sets for 
the day. For Bakers Delight, 

Justin Slade was the major 
contributor winning three sets 
against Frank Mitchell. 
Arthur Perry showed his 

usual grittiness to take two 
sets. GBH will be looking to 
continue their killer run when 
they meet top of the table 
Hamilton Vetcare next round, 
they easily accounted for 
Vetcare back in round seven 
so the signs are ominous for a 
big win. 
Hamilton Vetcare 5/67 
def Finchetts Plumb-
ing 5/61
THESE two sides have 

so far this season. 
Vetcare have won all three 

encounters but by the barest 
of margins (six, four and six 
games). All the matches have 
gone down to the wire, Satur-
days match lacked none of the 
tension and intrigue of the 
earlier matches. 
Both sides traded set for set 

up until the eighth and ninth 
set when Finchetts broke the 
trend winning two sets in a 
row, both close 9/7 results. 
Despite the two wins Vetcare 

held the lead by the narrow 
of margins, 4/58 to 5/57. The 
destiny of the match lay in the 
hands of James Brown and 
Ellen Block for Vetcare and 

Jonothan Martin and Kate 
Bailey for Finchetts. 
Brown had been in red hot 

form all day, this combined 
with an athletic Block who 
executed some wonderful half 
court smashes clinched the set 
and the match for Vetcare 9/4. 
There are heroes and villains 

in all matches. For Vetcare 
James Brown was an undis-
puted MVP winning his three 
sets, not far behind was Scott 
Shrive who won his three sets 
against Jordan Murphy. 
Scott and Jordan’s singles 

match was exciting to watch. 
Shrive had to call on all his 
experience to curb the threat-
ening Murphy. 
A change of tactics in Shrives 

last service game saw him 

at the net to take the set. For 
Finchetts Carolyn Templeton 
won her three sets for the day. 
She was well supported by 

Raquel Casey, Kate Bailey and 
Ed Lyons who all won two sets 
for the day. The win moves 
Vetcare into the lead on the A 
grade Ladder. 

-
ment against Grangeburn 
Holden this round.
Alexandra House 6/71 
def Westpac 4/57
ALEXANDRA House 
moved within half a 
point of the top four with 
a solid fourteen game win 
against Westpac. Strong 
showings by Anne Pett, 
Ben Murray and Brady 
Hicks for Alexandra 
House paved the way for 
the win. 
They all won three sets for 

the day. Chris Minney was not 
far behind them contributing 
two sets. For Westpac, Curtis 

man and enjoyed his time on 
the grass winning three sets 
against Doug Ward. Daniel 
Menzel played well to take two 
sets off Gary Starr.
A grade ladder
Hamilton Vetcare 59, Bakers 

Delight 54.5, Finchetts 
Plumbing 51.5, Westpac 50, 
Alexandra House 49.5, Grange-
burn Holden 45.5.
B grade
Hamilton Signs 6/65 
def Slades Newsa-
gency 3/51
HAMILTON Signs con-

tinued its dominance of B 
grade with a comfortable 
twelve game win against 
Slades Newsagency. 
Things were not all that 

comfortable for the ladder 
leaders with two sets to play. 
Slades had their noses in front 
by the barest of margins, 3/48 
to 4/47. 
Slades were on the wrong end 

of two tiebreaks early in the 
day. Had these results gone 
the other way Slades may have 
held a psychological advantage 
going into the last sets? 
Fortunately for Hamilton 

Signs the last two mixed 
pairings of Lee and Amelia 
Hatherell along with Lachie 
Murphy and Carla Ward were 
on the ball to steer them to the 
win. 
For the Signs Amelia 

Hatherell and Carla Ward 
were at the top of their games, 
both winning all their sets. 
Robyn Jackson Lee Hatherell 
and Lachie Murphy played 
well to all win two sets. 
For Slades Newsagents Brad 

Guegan – Brown displayed 
his best form of the season 
winning three sets.
Toyworld 5/71 def 
Vankalken Fencing 
4/58
ON paper this was a com-
fortable win for Toyworld 
but the real winner was 
the young VanKalken 
players who have come 
ahead leaps and bounds 
in the competition. 
When they played Toyworld 

back in Round Six it was a 

This week’s result should give 
them some momentum to keep 

Based on Saturdays result it 
can’t be too far away.  
Toyworld welcomed back Ash 

Tresidder and Alec Walter to 
the fold, these two along with 
Bill Bailey proved to be the 
real difference. 

Alec won three sets, Ash and 
Bill took two sets. For VanKa-
lken Fencing Ursula Murphy, 
Robyn Sleigh and Ellie Dufty 
played well to take two sets for 
the day each. There were three 
tiebreaks for the day which 
proved for a close contest.
Walkers Earthworks 
6/69 def Mackkon 
Homes 3/40
WALKERS continued 
with its rotation policy 
resting Butch Walker 
this week. 
An in depth analysis of 

Walkers performance in last 

fatigue was the major contrib-

demise. 
To overcome this you will 

hardly see the names Walker 
and Franklin on the same 
score sheet. In a business like 
display Walkers got the job 
done in emphatic style. 
The writing was on the board 

early when they led 3/27 to 

A shell shocked Mackkcon 
Homes didn’t know what had 
hit them. 
They were able to regroup to 

put some respectability into the 
score sheet for the remaining 
six sets. Walkers still came out 
in front but nothing like the 

The last six sets saw Walkers 
win 3/42 to 3/36. Mick Franklin 
and Ken Lampard were the 
standouts for Walkers winning 
three sets each. 
Dale Hutchins, Jenni Neaves 

and Janine Parfrey played 
their part all winning two sets 
for Walkers. For Mackkcon 
Homes Hazel Ashton was at 
the top of her game winning 
her three sets for the day.
B grade ladder
Hamilton Signs 78.5, Walkers 

Earthworks 62.5, Toyworld 
49.5, Slades Newsagents 40.5, 
Mackkcon Homes 36.5, Van 
Kalken Fencing 21.5.
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